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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 
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8) 03 Claim(s) 1-81 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-22, drawn to a controller and user interface for a fabric grooming 
device, classified in class 700, subclass 130. 

II. Claims 23-56, drawn to a method for operating a fabric grooming device, 
classified in class 26, subclass 1. 

III. Claims 57-78, drawn to an electric iron, classified in class 219, subclass 
248. 

IV. Claims 79-81 , drawn to a method of controlling an electric iron, classified 
in class 38, subclass 82. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1 ) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process such as a variety of fabric grooming device operation 
methods, not necessarily activating and deactivating the grooming device by pressing a 
predefined input selector for predefined periods of time as claimed in the broadest 
method claim. 
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Inventions I and III are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the controller recited in the 
broadest combination claim does not require the details of the controller/user interface 
recited in the independent subcombination claims. The subcombination has separate 
utility such as implementation in a variety of fabric grooming devices, not necessarily 
limited to electric clothes irons (e.g., fabric brushing and combing devices, fabric cutting 
devices, etc.). 

Inventions I and IV are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process such as controlling a variety of fabric grooming devices, not 
necessarily limited to electric clothes irons (e.g., fabric brushing and combing devices, 
fabric cutting devices, etc.). 

Inventions II and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
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claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process such as activating the iron by a variety of different methods, 
not necessarily pressing a predefined input selector for a predefined time period (e.g., 
automatically energizing the iron responsive to detecting a certain orientation of the 
apparatus, the proximity of the device to the fabric, etc.). 

Inventions II and IV are directed to related processes. The related inventions are 
distinct if the inventions as claimed do not overlap in scope, i.e., are mutually exclusive; 
the inventions as claimed are not obvious variants; and the inventions as claimed are 
either not capable of use together or can have a materially different design, mode of 
operation, function, or effect. See MPEP § 806.05(j). In the instant case, the inventions 
as claimed do not overlap in scope since independent method claim 23 calls for, in 
relevant part, activating the grooming device by pressing a predefined input selector for 
a predefined time period. Independent claim 79, however, calls for depressing a control 
button to select a first predetermined heat setting. Furthermore, a method of operating 
a fabric grooming device with the claimed energization and deenergization control 
responsive to the pressing of a control button a predefined time period as claimed in 
claim 23 is not a mere obvious variant from a heat setting selection and display method 
of claim 79. Moreover, the methods recited in independent claims 23 and 79 have 
completely different modes of operation and effects (i.e., energizing the device and 
selecting/displaying a heat setting). 
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Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. Jeffery whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4781 . The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 7:00 AM to 
5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robin Evans, can be reached on (571) 272-4777. All faxes should be sent 
to the centralized fax number at (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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